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PROYECTO DE EXPEDICIONES MEDICALES

Amazon promise

The Proyecto de Expediciones Medicales (PEM), active since more than 12 years under several denominations, in cooperation with US ONG’s (actually Amazon Promise www.amazonpromise.org ), has as main task the free supply of basic medical help to the local indigenous population.

STUDY AND HEALTH CARE INTERVENTION ON SKIN DESEASES 

IN THE PERUVIAN AMAZON

Objectives

Two geographic areas have been identified where we intend to perform the skin diseases study within the local population:

· The Belen District
· Some villages of the Peruvian Amazon down the Tahuayo river.

The District of Belen is situated in the city of Iquitos, on the left bank of the river Itaya, in the Maynas Province of the Loreto Department, in the region called Oriente Amazzonico Peruano.

The area has a tropical climate, where temperature range from 32 to 42 degree Centigrade. There live approximately 250.000 inhabitants in very poor conditions. 30% of the population is dedicated to hunting, fishing and agriculture for pure survival purposes; another 30% do the same activities with commercial purposes, while the remaining 40% doesn’t perform any activity.

Within the unemployed we find alcoolist, drugged, prostitutes, theft, homeless boys, etc.

Belen is better known as “the port of Belen”, because in his port take action most of the trades for the market of Iquitos originating from the Amazon jungle of the Loreto Region.

The sanitary and hygienic situation among the Belen population is the worse you can imagine.

All garbage are thrown in the river, defecation is done in the same river where drinking water is supplied. 

The daily market in Belen is kept along the darkish river canals or in the dirty streets, with goods standing near live and dead animals and excrement’s without any minimal hygienic precaution.

In this District there is a public health ambulatory absolutely inadequate to support the needs of the overwhelming population.  Out of some endemic diseases (such as malaria, leshmaniosis, etc.) the Peruvian public health  service doesn’t provide free medicine. 
The poverty, the unacceptable hygienic conditions and the periodic river flooding make the skin affections of any kind very easy 

We can list several pathologies such as: scabby, mycosis dermatitis, allergy dermatitis, eczemas, leshmaniosis, vitiligo, psoriasis, actinomycosi, fungus, verrughe, melanomas, skin complications arising from HIV and more difficult diseases to diagnosis without proper analysis.

The small villages along the river banks of the Tahuajo river, are as well in the same Loreto Department.

The Peruvian Amazon population count 63 different tribes.

All of them do  hunting, fishing and agriculture for pure survival purposes.

Along the banks of the Tahuajo river we can find pure indigenous as well as mix blood people.

All those villages, very seldom receive any help from the Peruvian central administration. Schools are almost abandoned, no health care preside are in place and the only reference for this subject is the “Promotore de Salud”, a local inhabitant with a less than basic training, maybe received in a week session from the central administration.

Due to the geographic configuration of the area, those villages are only reachable by river, with a long journey by motor boat.

Needles to say, even there the hygienic situation is unbearable. 

Worth to mention is the lack of any kind of support for the baby deliveries, performed in the jungle with the pregnant all by their own. We can easily imagine the environmental and hygienic risks for the mothers and the babies.

The type of skin diseases we can find here, are comparable to that found in Belen.

Expedition objectives

With this expedition PEM intend to assist patients with skin diseases, taking at the same time some statistical data.

The expedition will be done in cooperation with the ’Istituto Internazionale di Scienze Mediche, Antropologiche e Sociali (www.IISMAS.it ) an Italian ONG represented by Prof. Aldo Morrone, Director of a very important Italian hospital, specialized in tropical disease (hospital S.ta Maria and San Gallicano of Rome).

Expedition participants:

Prof. Aldo Morrone
IISMAS President and Director of the hospital S.ta Maria and San Gallicano 

Dott. Luigi Toma
IISMAS member and Manager of the hospital S.ta Maria and San Gallicano 

Patricia Marie Webster

PEM President

Dr. Javier Villanes Arias

PEM Doctor Manager

Claudio Colangelo


PEM Coordinator for Italy

Medical and paramedical volunteers 

Expedition timing: 

2 weeks, of which one in the Belen area an one in the Tahuajo river area.

Expedition activity:

we expect to attend and give treatment to at least 200 patients with skin diseases that will be duly booked through PEM representatives three months in advance of the expedition.

One of the expedition purpose is also the free distribution of medicines, both for skin diseases than for other affections.

Financial resources:

The expedition will be fully financed through donations arising from the same participants and/or from public and private institutions.

Donations can be done through the IISMAS ONG that will issue a receipt useful for fiscal deduction.

For further clarification please contact:

Dr. Claudio Colangelo

Via di Frascati, 215

00040 Rocca di Papa (Rome)

Italy

tel. +39-335-7785080

claudiocol@yahoo.com
